GEMINI ENTERTAINMENT

Frequently Asked Questions

1. Why do the prices vary on the bands?  The prices vary according to the circumstances surrounding the event the band will be playing for.  For example some events require the use of more equipment depending on the size of the event being held.  Additionally some events will require not only music equipment but special lighting as well.  The use of more equipment many times means the rental of a small U-Haul trailer to transport the equipment (for some but not all bands).  Prices also vary according to how far the band will need to travel.  Many times if the event is over 1 hour away the band will require overnight hotel accommodations.  Lastly the prices will also vary according to the day of the week the event is being held.  As with many other businesses weekend dates are considered premium as are holidays whereas dates during the week would not be as expensive due to the demand of the band being much lower during the week. 

2. What is the difference between having a live band at my event and a DJ?  Having a live band usually ensures more crowd involvement.  Additionally a live band carries with it a much fuller sound.  Most guests report having a better time at events where a live band is playing rather than a DJ.  

3. How much should I set aside in my budget for a band/music?  Typically most event planners will tell their clients to set aside 10% to 15% of the budget for a band.  Many event planners can attest to the fact that the entertainment should be one of the main considerations in planning any event be it big or small. 

4. Why do I have to sign a contract ahead of time and make a deposit?  A deposit ensures that you will in fact have the entertainment you have chosen for your event.  Contracts are a part of any quality entertainment group and are to protect the client as well as the band.  A contract ensures that the date, time and place is correct and that a price is agreed upon prior to the event.  There is no worse nightmare than hiring a band that does not use a contract then either ending up with no entertainment at all or end up not knowing how much you owe the band until the event comes to a close.  Contracts are a way for the entertainment agency to say up front what is expected of you (the client) as well as what the client can expect from the entertainment agency and band selected to play at the event.

5. How much does a deposit usually cost?  A deposit is 50% of the total cost of the band.  For example if the price quoted to you for a 5 piece band is $1200 then your deposit amount would be $600.  The remaining $600 would be due at the beginning of the event. 

6. How can I pay my deposit and balance?  All deposits and balances must be paid in either cash, personal check (there is a $50 fee on all returned checks), or money order.  The contract signed by both the client and Gemini Music Entertainment will serve as your receipt. 

7. Can I make requests for special songs to be learned for my event?  Yes, we quite frequently learn songs for wedding receptions for the first dance, father-daughter dance, mother-son dance and last dance.  

8. Can I choose songs from the list for my event?  Absolutely!  This is your event and we want to make it as special as we possibly can by ensuring the music played are all songs you enjoy listening to. 

9. What if I want “lighter” music for a dinner then I want to “rev things up” for after dinner?  We have the perfect band for you!  Since some of the members from the jazz bands also play in Crazy Maise (our big five piece band) we can play light jazz music during your dinner then once the dinner is over kick it up a notch by playing top 40 hits and variety music for every age group.

10.  I need someone to sing at my wedding ceremony?  Shandi has sang at hundreds of wedding ceremonies.  She has a range of nearly 4 octives and can learn pretty much any song you throw at her.  

11. What type of power outlet will be needed for the band?  The bands will need at least two 15 amp breakers within 25 feet of the stage where they will be playing. 

12. Are there any special accommodations I should consider for the band if the event will be held outside?  Yes, if the event will be held outdoors the band will need to be underneath a cover of some sort.  This can be underneath an awning, on a porch or underneath a tent (please be sure the tent is large enough).  This is just in case of rain, extreme heat or other weather conditions that could interfere with the electricity being run or the musical equipment.  Music equipment is extremely expensive and our bands must keep it all in good working order to prevent any interferences while providing entertainment.  Additionally if it will be extremely hot outside during the event or if the band will be playing in mid-day heat we do ask that 2 large fans be provided.  You know how hot it can get just standing still out in the heat but imagine how hot it is for our musicians when they are also playing instruments and performing.  This also makes for better entertainment for you and your guests because the band does not fatigue as easily or need as frequent breaks.   Lastly if the band will be playing on a lawn of any sort they will need a hard stage/dance floor type material with which to set up on.  

13. How often do the bands take breaks?  The bands play a 50 minute set then they take a 10-15 minute break.  The first break is usually 15 minutes while the others are usually shortened to around 10 minutes.  This gives the band members time to use the restroom, get a drink of water and the instrumentalists a moment to rest their hands and fingers from playing.  Music, which accommodates the event, is played during all the breaks. 

14. What will the band members be wearing to perform in?  As a general rule our bands dress in all black, with the exception of the female vocalist who will wear something to accommodate whatever type event is going on.  However, this too is up to you.  For some events, such as outside Bar B Q’s, Fourth of July events etc. the customers usually ask that the band dress casual like everyone else at the party.  We also have very formal events such as Mardi Gras balls and formal wedding receptions where the bands will dress in full tuxedo and the female vocalist in an evening gown.  You tell us what you would prefer, after all we want to make every effort to make your event as perfect as it can be.   

15. Will the band play music on their breaks? Yes the bands will play music during their breaks to keep your event running as smoothly as possible.

16. Will the band announce me and my husband/wife at our reception and what about announcing other reception events that take place?  Shandi has played well over 500 weddings in her singing career and has become quite accustomed to announcing the following:  arrival of the bride, groom and wedding party, special dances, cutting of the cake, throwing the bouquet and garter, toasts, departure of the bride and groom and any other special announcement that needs to be made.  Just be certain you get Shandi the information and order of events at least 3 days prior to the event.  

17. Will the band learn special songs for my event?  Absolutely the bands can learn special songs for your event.  This is most often requested for weddings for the first dance, father-daughter dance etc.  However we have had other special requests as well such as at retirement parties and anniversary parties.  Gemini Music Entertainment will need a cd of the music at least one month prior to the event.  

18. Can I bring a CD to be played during the bands breaks?  Yes you may make a CD to be played during the breaks.  Keep in mind that if you have more than around 6 songs on the disc that not all of them will get played prior to the band returning from a break.  However, the band can start the CD at the song with which it left off on the next break.

19. Can I use a CD for my special songs rather than the band learning it?  Yes, just be sure and get the CD to Gemini Music Entertainment at least 3 days prior to the event. 

20. I have been to events before and witnessed the band members drinking alcohol on stage and/or acting unprofessional on stage.  I can assure you that all of Gemini Music Entertainments bands DO NOT drink alcohol while playing.  This is unprofessional and unacceptable.  Our band members, like any other job, are expected to be on their best behavior and treat the guests at your event with the utmost respect.  Gemini Music Entertainment has never had a complaint about any of our band members drinking alcohol on stage nor acting in an unprofessional manner.  All of Gemini Music Entertainments musicians are professional musicians, many of whom play events for a living as a means to support their families which is all the reason to always be on their best behavior during an event. 

21. I am looking for someone to sing at my loved ones funeral, does Shandi ever sing at funerals?  As hard as it may be to talk about the music for your loved ones funeral it is also one of the last tributes you can give them.  Shandi has had the honor to sing at many funerals for people’s loved ones.  Although it may seem like a dark subject we have all had a loved one pass and know how important it is to make their service memorable.  Shandi is familiar with many of the songs played at funerals including Amazing Grace, Peace In The Valley, and The Old Rugged Cross.  If she does not know the song you want she will learn it for no additional cost.  Shandi can sing with or without music and there is an option to add a piano player if.  She takes this part of her music very seriously to make sure the music she sings at the service is as beautiful as the person who is being remembered. 

